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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
�� Hello, my name is Taiwo Adewole and I am An Hello, my name is Taiwo Adewole and I am An 

Environmentalist and a youth Empowerment Environmentalist and a youth Empowerment 
Consultant. I live in West Africa in Nigeria, in the Consultant. I live in West Africa in Nigeria, in the 
State of Lagos.State of Lagos.

I want to talk to you this morning/afternoon I want to talk to you this morning/afternoon 
about the problems of waste management in my about the problems of waste management in my 
community and how our young people have community and how our young people have 
developed a program for both dealing with the developed a program for both dealing with the 
problem and at the same time creating wealth problem and at the same time creating wealth 
for themselves.for themselves.



�� The post independence era in Nigeria has The post independence era in Nigeria has 
witnessed series of political and sociowitnessed series of political and socio--
economic development. Today the nation economic development. Today the nation 
comprises 36 states and a federal capital comprises 36 states and a federal capital 
territory compared with initial four regions at territory compared with initial four regions at 
independence in 1960. Nigeria has also independence in 1960. Nigeria has also 
experienced a continuous increase in experienced a continuous increase in 
population, industrialization and enhanced population, industrialization and enhanced 
research and commercial activities since research and commercial activities since 
petroleum was discovered in 1958, yet this petroleum was discovered in 1958, yet this 
growth has not been comparatively matched by growth has not been comparatively matched by 
an improvement in the quality of the urban an improvement in the quality of the urban 
environmentenvironment



mounds of refuse mounds of refuse 



Instead, we have huge mounds of refuse and Instead, we have huge mounds of refuse and 
astronomical increase in the volume and astronomical increase in the volume and 
diversity of solid waste that are generated and diversity of solid waste that are generated and 
disposed any how in Nigeria, these have been disposed any how in Nigeria, these have been 
unprecedented reports of coastal water, land unprecedented reports of coastal water, land 
and air pollution worldand air pollution world--wide, but with developing wide, but with developing 
countries like Nigeria thereby creating a serious countries like Nigeria thereby creating a serious 
detrimental effects in many carefree, slow detrimental effects in many carefree, slow 
responding developing countries like Nigeria responding developing countries like Nigeria 
thereby creating a serious disposal problem thereby creating a serious disposal problem 
and a major source of environmental pollution.and a major source of environmental pollution.



In Lagos State, it has been suggested that the In Lagos State, it has been suggested that the 
quantity of waste generated in the state is in quantity of waste generated in the state is in 
proportion to population sizeproportion to population size-- as population as population 
increases so also waste generated also increases so also waste generated also 
increases.increases.

Most cities in Nigeria (especially Lagos) are faced Most cities in Nigeria (especially Lagos) are faced 
with the twin problems of population increase and with the twin problems of population increase and 
rapid expansion. These phenomena have no rapid expansion. These phenomena have no 
doubt, brought increasing strain on urban doubt, brought increasing strain on urban 
infrastructural facilities. One area in which this infrastructural facilities. One area in which this 
strain has become obvious is in waste strain has become obvious is in waste 
management where the existing system appears management where the existing system appears 
to be incapable of coping with the mountain load to be incapable of coping with the mountain load 



of waste generated and heaped on the of waste generated and heaped on the 
surface. It has been noted that over 9 surface. It has been noted that over 9 
million people live in Lagos State, which is million people live in Lagos State, which is 
the most densely populated state in the most densely populated state in 
Nigeria due to its commercial activities.Nigeria due to its commercial activities.



Below are different types of  Below are different types of  
wastewaste

BottlesBottlesBottles polythenepolythenepolythene

PlasticsPlasticsPlastics

Waste Cylinder gasWaste Cylinder gasWaste Cylinder gas



Waste of all typesWaste of all types

Used TiresUsed TiresUsed Tires

Wastes been dumped into Wastes been dumped into Wastes been dumped into 
RiversRiversRivers

Used canUsed canUsed can

PlasticsPlasticsPlastics



Waste ready for recyclingWaste ready for recycling



Some youth and women at Some youth and women at 
work work 



Waste BottleWaste Bottle



Diff.Types of Waste ContdDiff.Types of Waste Contd..

��



This are some of the waste that are ready for This are some of the waste that are ready for 
recyclingrecycling

�� Abandoned and crushed Abandoned and crushed Abandoned and crushed 
automobileautomobileautomobile



Equipments used by Govt. and Private waste Equipments used by Govt. and Private waste 

ManagersManagers



More Equipment and Waste been dumped into More Equipment and Waste been dumped into 
waterwater

��

waste to waterwaste to waterwaste to water



Waste on the Road Side
Waste sorted out by the youth

Waste Polythene ready for Recycling “Pure Water” Polythene
ready for recycling

Waste to wealth ProcessesWaste to wealth Processes



Grinding Machine

Melting Machine

Cooling Machine
Palletizing Machine

Recycling FactoryRecycling Factory



Pallets (final product)

End product of Recycled End product of Recycled 
PolythenePolythene


